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Context of the DTA Base Format 

ÅDTABf: TEI/P5 format for text annotation within 
the corpora of the Deutsches Textarchiv (DTA) 

ÅDTA corpora 

ïCore: Digitization of first editions of printed German 
historical texts (17th-19th century) from diverse 
disciplines 

ïExtensions (DTAE): texts, smaller corpora and large text 
corpora from currently ~15 other projects 

ÅPurpose: Create a text corpus, which reflects the 
development of the historical New High German 
language 
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DTA core corpus 

DTA numbers  (October  2013)  

1 014 works freely available on  
www.deutschestextarchiv.de 

345431  digitized pages 

80094247 tokens 

563091033 characters (Unicode)  

562 further works within DTAQ  
(www.deutschestextarchiv.de/dtaq;  
accessible after registration) 
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(Historical) German texts on the web 
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Types of Resources 

1. DTA-ȰbornȰȡ pre-structured and transcribed 
according to the DTA guidelines 
e.g. AEDit, Notes of A. v. Humboldt, Neue Rheinische Zeitung 

2. Other TEI formats:  
e.g. Blumenbach online, sandrart.net , HAB Wolfenbüttel, 
$ÉÎÇÌÅÒȬÓ Polytechnisches Journal 

3. Other (non TEI) formats:  
e.g. Wikisource, gutenberg.org, Gutzkow edition, A. v. 
(ÕÍÂÏÌÄÔȬÓ Kosmos 

4. OCR-born: large collections 
e.g. Digi20, GEI-Digital, Die Grenzboten (200,000 pages)  

Ą Primary focus: texts with  high quality metadata, 
without  text normalization 
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Problem Statement  
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Å Different digitization  
formats 

Å Different, equivalent 
tagging solutions 

Å Different depth of text 
structuring  

Å Tagging of phenomena new 
to the DTABf 

Problem Statement 

Goal: Homogeneity in text structuring  
Å obtain homogeneous web presentation 
Å allow for consistent queries throughout the entire DTA corpora 



Example: Combination of text and element nodes 
Corpus query for verb ȵÌÁÕÆÅÎȰ ɉrun) within  <stage> element 
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The DTABf:  
History  & Structure  
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Analytics 

ȣ 

© Ed Brambley, http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File: -_Flickr_-_edbrambley.jpg; CC BY-SA 2.0 

DTABf: Re-inventing the wheel? 
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DTABf: Re-inventing the wheel? 

Goal for DTABf: high coverage of phenomena in 
written  historical text while being as precise as 
possible; keep entirely  TEI/P5 conformant 

 

ÅTEI Lite:  

ïToo flexible with  respect to attributes and values 

ïNo levels for the depth of annotation 

ÅTEI Tite 

ïNot a proper subset of TEI/P5 

ïProblem of coverage  

Åȣ 
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TEI Formats 

ÅGeyken/ Haaf/ Wiegand:  
4ÈÅ $4! ȬÂÁÓÅ ÆÏÒÍÁÔȭȡ ! 4%)-Subset for 
the Compilation of Interoperable 
Corpora. Wien, 2012. 

 Ą Relation DTABf ~ other TEI formats 

ÅHere: Life Cycle of the DTABf, since it 
is being continuously adapted to new 
necessities 



Haaf/Geyken: The Lifecycle of the DTA Base Format 

Genesis of the DTABf 

ÅPhase 1 (2007 ɀ 2010)  
ïFormat for encountered structural phenomena in the DTA core corpus 

ïBasis: large time span (1600-1900+), large variety of text genres 

ÅPhase 2 (2010 ɀ 2013) 
ïThorough consistency checks: revision and comprehensive 

documentation of the DTABf based on experienced phenomena in 
phase 1 

ÅDTABf today 
ïContinuous adaption to new phenomena 

ïGuiding ideas: 

ÅSame tagging for semantically similar phenomena 

ÅBeing as concise as possible 

ÅDocumentation of decisions/Explanation of tagging solutions 
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DTABf today 

ÅTagset:  

ï80 <text> elements 

ï25 <teiHeader> elements 

ïProper subset of the TEI tagset 

ïRestricted selection of attributes and closed set of values 
(wherever possible and appropriate) 

ÅComponents:  

ïODD (www.deutschestextarchiv.de/basisformat.odd) 

ïRelaxNG (www.deutschestextarchiv.de/basisformat.rng) 

ïDocumentation/Guidelines for text annotation  
 (www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/basisformat)  

ïGuidelines for text transcription  
 (www.deutschestextarchiv.de/doku/richtlinien)  
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DTABf components: ODD 


